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Michelle and Laura were roommates at a school in Pennsylvania. Michelle had a boyfriend named Michael. Laura hated Michael very much. She found him very arrogant, drinking too much and with affairs with other ladies. Laura did not like the way Michael treated her friend Michelle. One day Laura came to the house and found Michael stabbing Michelle in her chest. Michael was yelling, "enough is enough, I have had enough of you; how could you do this to me? Michael looked drunk.  Laura looked around and found a gun and which he directed towards Michael. Suddenly, she pulled the trigger and shot Michael dead. When Michelle got to her feet, she took the knife Michael was stabbing her with and stabbed Laura in the chest.  “How dare you kill my boyfriend”? Michelle yelled.
Laura and Michelle can be tried in a state court. Their crime is generally classified as a homicide. Homicide is the lawful or unlawful killing of a human being by another human being (Wolfgang, 2016). The model penal code refers to homicide as felony murder. To be more particular, Laura will be charged with second-degree murder for killing Michael, while Michelle will be charged with third-degree murder for murdering Laura. Second-degree murder is unpremeditated or unplanned intentional killing. Third-degree murder refers to an unplanned, unintentional killing that is not part of another felony. It is also called manslaughter. 
Michelle can only be charged with third-degree murder if he lives in Florida, Pennsylvania, and Minnesota. These are the only states where third-degree murder charges exist (Lee, 2015).  Since Michelle lives in Pennsylvania, she will be charged by the state court. “The penalty for third-degree murder is typically a prison sentence of up to 20 years, as is the penalty for voluntary manslaughter” (Pennsylvania Penal Code).  According to the Pennsylvanian penal code, Laura would be charged with second-degree murder and would face life imprisonment. “If a person is convicted of second-degree murder in Pennsylvania, he or she will face life imprisonment," the statute states (McCord et al., 2019).
In a federal court, Michelle would be charged with either first- or second-degree murder. The federal court does not recognize third-degree murder (Binder, 2020). Therefore, the most probable charge is second-degree murder. In addition, she will be charged with voluntary manslaughter, which is the intentional, unpremeditated killing of another person. Michelle killed Laura for killing his estranged boyfriend.
Different cultures dictate how a crime can be prosecuted. Christians believe in forgiveness. Thus, according to Christianity, Laura and Michelle should not be jailed; rather, they should be forgiven, repent their sins and follow Christ. According to the Bible, no sin cannot be forgiven by God. Therefore, Christians are advised not to take revenge, Laura and Michelle should not be imprisoned. Imprisoning them is vengeance which Christianity condemns. Again, Christians believe that God is the giver and taker of life. Thus, it was God’s wish that Michael and Laura die in whatever circumstances. The Bible condemns capital punishment because it violates the right to life.
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